
 

Clinical Depression Screening and Follow-up Quality Measure 

Effective documentation is a key to success in care management and improved patient health outcomes. 
There are three PPS projects with a quality metric related to Clinical Depression Screening and Follow-up 
on which the PPS is being measured. 

The Screening for Clinical Depression and Follow-up quality measure applies to the following projects: 

• Project 3.a.i “Integration of Behavioral Health with Primary Care” 
• Project 3.a.ii “Crisis Stabilization”  
• Project 3.a.iv “Withdrawal Management” 

 
Depression screening should be billed with one of two G-codes: 

HCPCS Code Description 

G8431 Screening for clinical depression is documented as positive and follow-up plan is 
documented. 

G8510 Screening for clinical depression is documented as negative; a follow-up plan is not 
required. 

 

For those patients testing positive (PHQ-2 with a score > or = to 3 or “yes” to either of the two questions 
and/or PHQ-9 with a score > or = to 5) follow-up care must be provided within 30 days of the date of the 
positive screen. 

Documentation in the medical record must indicate follow-up care was provided, such as: 

 Recommended or prescribed antidepressant medication; 

 Recommended or made referral or follow-up visit with behavioral health provider; 



 Recommended or scheduled follow-up outpatient visit with any provider, including the PCP or 
other provider administering the original screen, for further assessment within 30 days of the 
positive screen; 

 Further assessment on the same day of the positive screen which includes documentation of 
additional depression assessment indicating no depression (such as positive score from PHQ-2 
with a negative PHQ-9 or documented negative findings after further evaluation); 

 Referral to emergency department for crisis services on the same day of the positive screen; or 

 Arrangement for inpatient admission for mental health diagnosis on the same day as the 
positive screen. 
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